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Easter Reflections 

I have been really impressed with how well the children have 

engaged with our countdown to Easter this term. During Lent 

we have set challenges of things that children could ‘take up’ 

rather than ‘give up’ and they have all had an environmental 

focus. As a result, we have seen individuals and whole classes 

making an extra effort to conserve electricity by switching off 

lights and unused devices, encouraging you to buy more Fair Trade products, 

recycling paper to save trees and being careful to collect used plastic and put it in the 

right bin to avoid it going into landfill or ending up in the ocean! 

 

Easter Week at Bodsham 

Next week is a busy week in school, we have two parent consultation evenings 

on Monday and Wednesday and teachers are looking forward to sharing your child's 

progress with you.  If you still haven't booked a slot but would like a consultation, do 

call the office to see what times and days we have still have available. 

 

On Tuesday afternoon we have our special Decorated Egg and Egg Rolling 

Competitions.  Our lovely PFA will be providing prizes and a special little egg for all 

the children. Please bring in your named decorated eggs AND a named hardboiled egg 

for rolling on TUESDAY. Parents are invited into school from 2.45pm to enjoy 

watching the egg rolling fun.   

 

 

We have started to tell the children the Easter story, beginning with the events of Palm 
Sunday. The children heard how Jesus was met by cheering crowds as he rode into Jerusalem 
on a donkey. They were encouraged to think about things that they would shout and cheer 
about in their own lives this week! 



On Thursday we will hold our Easter Service at Hastingleigh Church.  Please collect 

children at 2.15pm ready for our service to begin at around 2.30pm. Parking will be 

at the Old Saw Mill and the Church Car Park. 

 

Good Luck Mrs Coley 

We are very sad to have to announce that Mrs Coley is making 

the move down Stone Street to join our team at Saltwood. 

While she has been at Bodsham Mrs Coley has worked in every 

class and so children from all over the school will miss her. I’m 

sure you’ll join me in wishing her good luck in her new role!  

 

Folkestone School for Girls Open Mornings 

Current Year 5 students and parents will be interested to 

know that Folkestone School for Girls are running 5 open 

mornings from 9.15am to 10.45am from 29th April to 3rd May 2024.  If parents 

wish to attend, can you are asked to please register via their website here. If parents 

want their daughters to sit the Shepway test in September, then details of this will 

be given at these open mornings. 

 

A Growing Project 

The Woodpeckers have been literally tasting the success of their 

efforts growing micro-greens for sale. The fresh 

boxes of pea-shoots, cress and other super-

healthy greens were quickly sold out! Thanks to 

Rebecca Smith and Ed Kyrke- Smith from the 

Kent School of Food who have helped the children learn 

about growing their own produce. The 

children also planted First-Early potatoes last week which 

should be ready to harvest in the summer – potato salad 

at the Summer Fair anyone? 

 

 

 

https://www.folkestonegirls.kent.sch.uk/events-and-key-dates/year-5-open-mornings-2024/


News from The Kent School of Food 

Parents may know that The Kent School of Food has been formed 

by Bodsham locals to develop the Timber Batts into a restaurant 

and cookery school designed to help children learn about and 

participate in sustainable food production. Bodsham’s children are 

already benefitting from this project, which is why our governors have supported my 

involvement as one of the Directors of the Community Interest Company. A great 

deal of funding is still needs to be found, but parents can now view the plans for the 

Timber Batts, to be renamed The Yard, and the wider project on the recently 

launched website. There will be opportunities to share your views soon, so please have 

a look. 

 

Bodsham Choir Delights at Hastingleigh  

On Wednesday 6th March, Bodsham School Choir sang at 

the community Hastingleigh coffee morning. They had 

practised really hard for months in order to perform nine 

songs for their audience, including songs with different harmony parts, duet and 

small group sections, and even one song which was entirely acapella! The concert 

went down really well amongst parents and all the gathered villagers. Thank you to 

everyone who came to support us, and to Mrs Jones for driving us in the minibus. 

What a lovely morning we all had! 

 

Scarlet Fever Latest  

We are still receiving new reports of cases of scarlet fever at school, 

although the numbers have reduced considerably. If your child 

shows any of the early symptoms of scarlet fever, such as a 

temperature, sore throat, nausea or vomiting then please contact 

your GP and let them know there has been an outbreak at school. There is a letter 

you can print to show them here. It is advisable that children be given antibiotics 

(even if just as a precaution given the number of cases at school). If diagnosed, 

children will need to have started antibiotic treatment 24 hours before they return 

to school. 

 

https://www.theyardkent.com/
https://www.theyardkent.com/
https://bodshamceprimary.greenhousecms.co.uk/docs/General/Letter_to_Parents_-_Scarlet_Fever_Guidance.pdf


 

London Mini Marathon – Places Still Available 

Our PTA have secured 25 places on the TCS London Mini 

Marathon this year and, at the time of writing, there are still 9 places left! 

Children taking part will have the opportunity to run one mile of the London 

Marathon course, right past Buckingham Palace! It’s not too late to enter. Please see 

our News section for full details 

 

Anyone for Maypole Dancing At The Village Fayre? 

Hastingleigh Village are holding their Spring Fayre on Bank 

Holiday Monday, 6th May.  The fayre is a lovely event with 

food, games and music for the whole community to enjoy 

together.  The organisers have asked if children from Bodsham 

School would like to take part in the Maypole Dance at the fayre, with Mrs Wenham 

practicing the skills with them during lunchtimes after Easter. In order to gain a 

place, you would need to commit to being at the Fayre on Monday 6th May, and 

ensure that your child has an accompanying adult. Please contact the school office if 

you’d like your child to take part! 

 

Welcome Miss Pavlik 

We are welcoming Elizabeth Pavlik to our team next week as a student teacher 

working alongside Miss Skinner in the Woodpeckers. She has already met the children 

on her induction week and will be with us now until July. 

 

Happy Easter!  

As this is the last newsletter before we break up, can I wish you all a very 

happy and restful Easter. The last day of term next week is Thursday 28th 

March and the children return to school on Tuesday 16th April! 

 

Paul Newton 

Executive Head Teacher  

https://www.bodsham.kent.sch.uk/News/London-Mini-Marathon/
https://www.bodsham.kent.sch.uk/News/London-Mini-Marathon/
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